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Alabama Rot – The Story So Far 
 

 
Last year an apparently new and deadly disease affecting dogs hit the headlines.  
Alabama Rot has been determined to cause acute kidney failure and anaemia combined 
with ulcerated skin lesions on the lower limbs of dogs.  The disease appears to damage 
the blood vessels in the kidneys and the skin which triggers a blood clotting disorder and 
anaemia and results in multi-organ failure.  Between 2012 and 2014  thirty dogs were 
diagnosed with this disease and none of them survived. 
 
The affected breeds included English springer spaniels, flat Coated Retrievers, 
Crossbreeds, whippets, border collies, Jack Russell terriers, Dobermans and one Labrador 
retriever, cocker spaniel, Staffordshire bull terrier, Hungarian vizsla, Weimeraner, 
Dalmation and Tibetan terrier.  The age range was 1-12 years old (average 5 years old) 
and half were female and half were male.   Affected cases originated from multiple areas 
of northern and southern England with ten dogs having been in the New Forest National 
Park between 4 hours and 14 days prior to developing skin lesions or becoming unwell.  
The peak months for affected cases were between November and March. Two thirds of 
the dogs were up to date with vaccinations.  Skin lesions usually appeared before signs of 
general illness (high temperature, lethargy, anorexia, vomiting) and the average time 
between developing skin lesions and kidney failure was 4 days (range 1-9 days).  The 
skin lesions typically affected the lower limbs, underside of the abdomen and muzzle 
with half of the dogs having more than one lesion and varied from 0.5cm to 5cm in 
diameter.  They were painful to the touch and variably inflamed and ulcerated.   


